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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-3 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Sekiguchi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,404,815). 

With regard to claims 1 and 12, Sekiguchi describes an encoding means for 
encoding a sequence of picture information into a coded representation and locally 
reconstructed pictures by one picture at every one time instance (see figure 1 and refer 
for example to column 16, lines 31-63); a means for filtering the locally reconstructed 
picture to obtain a locally filtered picture (see figure 22 and refer for example to column 
31 , line 52 through column 32, lines 32, note the physical location of the filter is as 
shown in figure 24, which corresponds to the inside of element 21 in figure 2, which 
itself corresponds to the inside of element 8 in figure 1 as described in column 32, lines 
49-55, column 17, line 38 through column 18, line 22); a means for selecting a local 
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reference picture from a group consisting of the locally reconstructed picture and the 
locally filtered picture of a same time instance (see figure 1 , elements and refer for 
example to column 16, lines 45-63 and column 17, lines 8-18); and a means for using 
the local reference picture in order to predict a motion compensation of a next picture in 
the in the encoding means (see figure 1 , element 9 and refer for example to column 17, 
lines 8-11). 

As to claims 2 and 13, Sekiguchi describes a decoding means for decoding a 
coded representation into a sequence of reconstructed pictures by one picture at every 
one time instance (see figure 28 and refer for example to column 34, lines 26-49); a 
means for filtering the reconstructed picture to obtain a filtered picture (see figure 30, 
step S72 and refer for example to column 36, Iines13-41, the reduction of the picture 
portion positioned in the display area which is used for reconstructing the picture 
corresponds to applicant's filtering of the reconstructed picture); a means for selecting 
a reference picture from a group consisting of the reconstructed picture and the filtered 
picture of a same time instance (refer for example to column 36, lines 43-49); and a 
means for using the reference picture in order to predict a motion compensation of a 
next picture in the in the decoding means (refer for example to column 36, line 51 
through column 37, line 33). 

In regard to claims 3 and 14, Sekiguchi describes an encoding means for 
encoding a sequence of picture information into a coded representation by one picture 
at every one time instance (see figure 1 and refer for example to column 16, lines 31- 
63); a decoding means for decoding the coded representation into a sequence of 
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reconstructed pictures by one picture at every one time instance (see figure 28 and 
refer for example to column 34, lines 26-49); a means for filtering the reconstructed 
picture to obtain a filtered picture (see figure 30, step S72 and refer for example to 
column 36, Iines13-41, the reduction of the picture portion positioned in the display area 
which is used for reconstructing the picture corresponds to applicant's filtering of the 
reconstructed picture); a means for selecting a reference picture from a group 
consisting of the reconstructed picture and the filtered picture of a same time instance 
(refer for example to column 36, lines 43-49); and a means for using the reference 
picture in order to predict a motion compensation of a next picture in the in the decoding 
means (refer for example to column 36, line 51 through column 37, line 33). 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Bose et al. disclose systems similar to applicant's claimed invention. 

4. Claims 4-5 and 15-16 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of the record fail to teach or suggest singly and/or in combination a method and 
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apparatus for improving a picture quality in decoding of digitally compressed video 
which provides decoding a coded representation into a sequence of reconstructed 
pictures by one picture at every one time instance, filtering the reconstructed picture to 
obtain a filtered picture, selecting a display picture from a group consisting of the 
reconstructed picture and the filtered picture of a same time instance, selecting a 
display picture from a group consisting of the reconstructed picture and the filtered 
picture of a same time instance, selecting a reference picture from a group consisting of 
the reconstructed picture and the display picture of a same time instance, using the 
reference picture in order to predict a motion compensation of a next picture in the in 
the decoding as prescribed for in the claimed inventions as set forth in independent 
claims 4-5 and 15-16. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

6. Claims 6-1 1 and 17-22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jose L. Couso whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4774. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30 to 
3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Leo Boudreau, can be reached on (703) 305-4706. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 



8576. 
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